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improbable story, his lived experience, 
a son of immigrants coming up in New 
Jersey, being born in a way that he 
knows struggle and knows poverty. 
And the fact that he is on the Senate 
floor speaking about someone else who 
has an improbable story shows you the 
greatness of America. 

I am grateful for my senior Senator 
and chairman of the Foreign Relations 
Committee for taking time to show us 
the importance of this moment. This is 
history here. 

America has never before had an arti-
cle III judge who also happens to be a 
Muslim. That has never before hap-
pened. Think about this: 200-plus years 
in American history, a country that 
was born and our Founders enshrined 
in our very founding documents, in the 
Bill of Rights, this ideal of freedom of 
religion. We celebrate religious plu-
rality and religious diversity. 

So this is an extraordinary moment. 
Now, I am thrilled that it is a bipar-
tisan moment. In committee, during 
this time of heightened partisanship, in 
the Judiciary Committee, Judge 
Quraishi passed out 19 to 3—19 to 3— 
which is a further testimony not just 
to the gravity of this historic moment, 
not just to a man’s religion, but to the 
man himself, the core of who he is. 
Senator MENENDEZ said this. 

Many people, after 9/11, felt the deep, 
agonizing grief in this country. We are 
not defined as a nation by what hap-
pens to us. We are defined by how we 
choose to respond. From the attacks at 
Pearl Harbor to the attacks on 9/11, 
those horrific moments, you saw how 
this Nation showed who it is—our grit, 
our guts, our grace, our greatness. 

That is the tradition of Judge 
Quraishi. A man that had a glide path 
toward a career of comfort and private 
sector success made a decision. Those 
horrific tragedies, he would not let 
them define our Nation. How we de-
fined ourselves was by people like him. 

He joined the Army. He became a 
U.S. Army judge advocate. He attained 
the rank of captain. He was deployed to 
Iraq—first in 2004 and then again in 
2006. And after his service in the mili-
tary, Judge Quraishi continued his 
service to the Nation, like so many of 
our veterans do—first as the assistant 
chief counsel in the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security and then as a Fed-
eral prosecutor in the U.S. Attorney’s 
Office for the District of New Jersey. 

Do not define a person by what they 
say. Simply do not define them by 
their faith and do not define them by 
the color of their skin, but by the con-
tent of their character and in the ac-
tions that they take. In a time that our 
Nation was crippled with grief, he 
stood up and he served, and he has been 
serving every single step since. He is 
‘‘well qualified.’’ That is what the 
American Bar Association says. 

But I tell you, he is well qualified on 
a higher standard than that. He is a pa-
triot to this country. Patriotism is 
love of Nation, but love is not a being 
verb. It is a doing verb. It is action. His 

actions have shown his love for Amer-
ica, and now he is up here in this 
Chamber to make history. I urge my 
colleagues, as we saw in the Judiciary 
Committee in a 19-to-3 vote, to vote in 
a bipartisan way. 

This is a chance for the annals of 
time to show our commitment to great 
people, to a great man, to a person of 
character, to a person of commitment, 
to a person of conviction, to a person of 
patriotism who happens also to be Mus-
lim and, for the first time in American 
history, to achieve something. It 
should have been achieved a long time 
ago. 

I am going to conclude by saying 
something: Judge Quraishi and I are 
relatively of a similar age, and we 
share another painful life happening 
that I know many of my colleagues 
have shared as well. During COVID–19, 
during this pandemic, the judge’s fa-
ther died. I talked to him during this 
time, and he is a man that was clearly 
grieving but kept a lot of that emotion 
under his jacket, in his heart. 

I just want to say for the record: 
Judge Quraishi, you and I are both peo-
ple of faith. And I want to tell him 
right now and say into this record: It is 
your father who also loved this coun-
try, who brought about an American 
dream for his family. He is watching 
right now this happening, these delib-
erations on the Senate floor. He, I 
pray, will see his son make history. 
And, Judge Quraishi, I am telling you 
right now, Your father is proud of you. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, it be in order to 
proceed to file cloture on Executive 
Calendar Nos. 119 and 107. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to Executive Calendar 
No. 119. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Lina M. Khan, of New York, to be a 
Federal Trade Commissioner for the 
unexpired term of seven years from 
September 26, 2017. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with provisions of rule XXII of the 

Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 119, Lina 
M. Khan, of New York, to be a Federal Trade 
Commissioner for the unexpired term of 
seven years from September 26, 2017. 

Charles E. Schumer, Patty Murray, Alex 
Padilla, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jeff 
Merkley, Jack Reed, Debbie Stabenow, 
Benjamin L. Cardin, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Elizabeth Warren, Jacky Rosen, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Tina Smith, John 
Hickenlooper, Michael F. Bennet, Tim 
Kaine, Brian Schatz. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 107. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Kiran Arjandas Ahuja, of Massachu-
setts, to be Director of the Office of 
Personnel Management for a term of 
four years. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I send 
a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 107, Kiran 
Arjandas Ahuja, of Massachusetts, to be Di-
rector of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment for a term of four years. 

Charles E. Schumer, Gary C. Peters, 
Jacky Rosen, John Hickenlooper, 
Tammy Baldwin, Richard J. Durbin, 
Richard Blumenthal, Kirsten E. Gilli-
brand, Raphael Warnock, Martin Hein-
rich, Chris Van Hollen, Christopher 
Murphy, Sheldon Whitehouse, Bernard 
Sanders, Jeff Merkley, Patty Murray, 
Margaret Wood Hassan. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, fi-
nally, I ask unanimous consent that 
the mandatory quorum calls for the 
cloture motions filed today, June 10, be 
waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SCHUMER. I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Arkansas. 
CHILD NUTRITION 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, across 
the country, the school year is winding 
down, and students will be on summer 
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